Human parvovirus B19 is now a recognized cause of non-immune hydrops fetalis and intrauterine fetal death. 8,9,1,11 However, maternal parvovirus B 19 infection is usually followed by a successful outcome with delivery of a normal infant. Since parvovirus B19 has a propensity for infecting rapidly dividing cells, particularly erythroblasts, the greatest risk to the fetus occurs during the first 20 weeks of pregnancy, and especially between weeks 10 and 20 which coincides with the major development of erythroid precursors, lz,13 This study is aimed at studying the pattern of parvovirus B19 infection during different trimesters of pregnancy and the incidence of seroconversion in the obstetric population of Kuwait.
screening tests for the hepatitis B virus. Parvoviruses are small, round viruses with a singlestranded DNA genome that lacks a lipid envelope.
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SUBJECTS AND METHODS
Initially, a total of 1,047 pregnant women were included in a prospective study which was conducted 
RESULTS
The demographic features of the 1,047 patients included in the study are shown in Table 1 . The mean maternal age and parity of the patients who were in the third trimester were significantly higher compared to patients who were in the first and second trimester (P < 0.01, P < 0.0001, respectively).
The overall prevalence for parvovirus B19 )% *P value (P NS) by chi-square. #P value (P < .0001) by chi-square. waiti mothers (43.5%) (P < 0.0001). The distribution of IgG seropositive mothers in the three trimesters is shown in Figure 6 . IgG seropositivity is significantly higher in Kuwaiti mothers in the third trimester (P < 0.0001) (Figure 6 ). IgM seropositivity was higher among Kuwaiti mothers (3.6%) compared to non-Kuwaiti mothers (1.5%) (P < 0.05). 
